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Winter Games Kicks Off On A High

Opening Ceremonies on eursday night brought crowds to their feet as more than 2,500 athlete
from across the state paraded into the Travis County Exposition Center. Athletes Aimee-Rhac
Galindo of San Antonio and Andrea Donahue of Corpus Christi wowed the crowd, serving as
masters of ceremonies for the evening. ee program started o€ on a high note, with toe-tappin
tunes provided by the Del Valle Middle School Honor Band and Drum Line. Following the
Presentation of Colors by the Travis County Sheri€'s Guas

Color Guard, the Marbridge Inspirations sang the Nat
Anthem. Margaret Larsen, SOTX President & CEO, (
the athletes cheering prior to the Flame of Hope bein@#
in by Torch Runners and the ceremonious declaratiorfg
the Opening of the Games by Travis County Sheri€ Gg
Hamilton. With the festivities kicked o€, competition i
well underway and continues
through Sunday.

Good luck, athletes!
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Athletes Stay Fit At Wellness Park

Athletes took advantage of FunFitness screenings going on all day at Well
yesterday. In case you missed it, Wellness Park, a Healthy Athletes event,
continue screenings today from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Travis Countji
Exposition Center. Helping athletes get the most out of screenings are phy
therapy students from Blinn College. Blinn student, Jessica Jentsch, was o
. the volunteers helping to conduct screenings on Frid
Fﬁ.ﬁ Jentsch got involved at Wellness Park through school
a teacher asked if anyone was interested in voluntgasEs
Jentsch, however, is not new to SOTX, and has bg
. involved since high school in Bryan where she
Heahhﬂ/mmefes volunteered at competitions. She hopes to carry .
) knowledge and valuable clinical experience she is®
at Wellness Park on to her career, as she continue
work with patients with I.D. Jentsch described her experience as rewar
says she likes to see all the smiles coming through the line at Wellness

Super Sponsor Suppéthlete Village

Sponsors showgd?ont miss out on Athlete Village at the Travis County
tremendous  * Exposition Center, where athletes can go to relax, have
support for the . fun and meet other athletes when they are not competing.
2010 Winter  °* Athletes were out in force riding trikes, singing karaoke,
Games, and . and playing adaptive tennis. Enjoy the fun, shop SOTX
SOTX said . gear at souvenirs, and kick back from competition.

thank you at the:
sponsoreception
before Opening?
Ceremonies one
lursday night. !is year's sponsors were invited to
enjoy an awards ceremony and watch Opening
Ceremonies launch the Games into action”

Special Dlympics
Texas

eank you to our sponsors for making the 2010 .
Winter Games possible! :
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Athletes Put The POWER In Powerlifting

Weslaco East is walking away from their ®rst Chapter Games with more thar
tales of traveling and a little more to pack in their suitcases. !e powerlifting
team made their debut at Winter Games and they are taking home four gold
medals, three silver and one bronze medal to prove it" !e strength of the teat
was apparent when hotshot, Angel Ayala, lifted his way to earn four gold
medals. His teammate, Joe Esparza, takes three silver medals and a bronze
medal rounding out the team's accomplishments.

Welcome to Winter Games, Weslaco East, and congratulations on your
victories"
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Spiking Interest

If you were at the
volleyball venue on
Friday, you may
have wondered
about the athletes
wearing #Team
Texas® uniforms.

A Famlly Affair At Souvenirs Yes, we are all from

Shoppers at Winter Games are enjoying browsing the nfw ) ) Texas... but these
selection at SOTX souvenirs. Cindy Carr was shoppind @itHetes will represent us this July when they compete at th
her daughters, Natalie and Shelby, when she came acrq20the Special Olympics USA National Games in Nebraska.
new SOTX dmom and dad® line. €e Carrs make Winter
Games a family a-air and are here to watch Shelby confpqieam Texas® is made up of 10 athletes from three Greater
in bowling. €e new line is perfect for their family of fang oy ston area teams: Deer Park Fireballs, Houston Hot
Cindy walked away proudly displaying her mom shirt, ap@i3 ¢ anq Northwest Stars. Look closely at the photo and

taking one home to dad. €e only regret came from daughte

r, . . . ) ,
Natalie, who wished she had a 83SOTX sister® shirt for h eﬁs%lllf" notice one player who is prettier than the rest; thats

Check out souvenirs on sale today and tomorrow at the| P€cause Amanda Mickan is the sole female on the team.
following venues:

at's pretty cool to pull them together onto one team so

Saturday, February 6 they have the opportunity to play with the athletes who are
Bowling - Showplace Lanes 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.Mysyally their major competitors,° said Coach Rory Fox.
Volleyball 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Athlete Village 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m

| €e athletes have been training together since the fall.

Victory Dance 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

€ey ®rst competed as a team at the area volleyball
Sunday, February 7 competition, where they scored a gold medal. €eir latest
Bowling - Showplace Lanes 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.mmaccomplishment was mastering the overhand serve... until

yesterday, when they smashed their competition 25-19 and

Even after the Games, dont forget you can shop from hpgie ; ; :
www.sotx.org! Use the coupon code VALENTINE onlin IQ? b. Looks like there is no doubt that they will make
exas very proud this summer!

take advantage of discounts until February 14.

Bowling Booms

Strikes can be heard all over Austin this weekend as bowling proves that th
times is the charm, or in this case, three bowling venues! Bowlers are
competing around town throughout the weekend at three Austin bowling
alleys: Interstate Lanes, Showplace Lanes and Highland Lanes.

For Gulf Coast area athlete Jeerey Ramsey, Winter Games was not only his
®rst state competition, it was his ®rst SOTX competition ever! €e 24-year-
old athlete has been training with the Space Center Rockets team since
October and was supposed to compete at the area bowling competition in
December, but it was canceled due to the unexpected snowstorm that hit tr
coast. Due to the @snow-out,° he bypassed area and went straight to state.

So how did Ramsey roll his ®rst time out? He bowled like a pro, ending thr
games with a score of 300 and a silver medal. Congratulations! €at smile
says it all...
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