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Special Olympics Texas Volunteer Information Sheet
2011 Summer Games in Arlington: May 26-29
The athletes and staff of Special Olympics Texas would like to thank you for volunteering to help make this year’s Summer Games a very special event. Over 3,700 athletes, plus thousands of coaches and family members have been preparing year-round for this competition. To compete at state level athletes must be at least 12 years old. Their competition is as intense and emotional for them as it would be for any other athlete. To help you prepare for this exciting event we ask that you please review the following information. We hope you have a wonderful experience! Please remember that without the help of volunteers like you, Special Olympics would only be a dream.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

Events will run during the times below. Actual volunteer shift times vary by sport and venue – the full schedule can be viewed from the SOTX homepage (http://www.sotx.org). 

Athletics (Track and Field) – Maverick Stadium, University of Texas, Arlington (UTA)

     Volunteer shifts are available Friday, Saturday, and Sunday

Basketball – Maverick Activities Center, UTA and Lamar High School, Arlington
     Volunteer shifts are available Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday

Cycling – UTA Lot 49, On South Cooper between West Mitchell & Doug Russell Rd.,  Arlington

     Volunteer shifts are available Saturday
Gymnastics – Webb Elementary School, Arlington

     Volunteer shifts are available Saturday

Soccer – Intramural Fields, UTA

     Volunteer shifts are available Friday and Saturday

Tennis – Tennis Center, UTA

     Volunteer shifts are available Thursday, Friday, and Saturday

Healthy Athletes – Maverick Activities Center, UTA

     Volunteer shifts are available Friday and Saturday

Athlete Village – Maverick Activities Center Lawn, UTA

     Volunteer shifts are available Friday and Saturday

Equestrian – Brazos County Exposition Center, Bryan TX:  June 17-19
     Volunteer shifts are available Friday, June 17, Saturday, June 18 and Sunday June 19
To secure a volunteer assignment, please reserve a position through our online sign-up. The link for this can be found on the SOTX homepage (http://www.sotx.org).

Please arrive at the volunteer check-in station located at each venue. Your on-time arrival will allow for the registration process to flow smoothly and will allow our competition directors to provide you with a short training, as well as give us time to answer any questions you may have. All walk-up volunteers will be placed as needed to ensure events run on schedule.

You are invited to join us for our three special events. First, Opening Ceremonies will be on Friday, May 27 starting at 7:00 p.m. at the UTA Maverick Stadium. This event is a great way to see all areas of Texas represented by the athletes.   Athlete Village will be open on Friday, May 27 and Saturday, May 28 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Maverick Activities Center lawn.  Finally, Victory Dance will be held on Saturday, May 28 at 7:00 p.m. at UTA Maverick Stadium.
VOLUNTEER CHECK-IN
You should report directly to the venue for which you have signed up. Please arrive on time and bring a photo ID with you to the check-in table.

At each venue we will have a volunteer check-in table. You will fill out a short registration form before participating. This form simply requires your name, address, email, and signature. Once you are checked-in, you will receive a volunteer button and a nametag. The button is yours to keep. Your specific duties and assignments will also be given to you at this time. Any training needed will be provided at each event. If you have any questions or problems during the events, the staff or key volunteers at each venue will be more than willing to assist you.

ATTIRE

Please dress for comfort and mobility as well as keeping the weather in mind. Do not wear attire with vulgar or inappropriate print or pictures. No short shorts or flip flops are allowed during your volunteer shifts. Comfortable athletic shoes are a good idea as you will be on your feet most of the time. There will be no storage for purses or bags. A fanny pack is great for carrying keys, sunglasses and other personal items.

PARKING

General parking is available at all venue locations.

FOOD AND BEVERAGES

Absolutely no alcohol of any kind is allowed. All volunteers will abstain from consuming alcohol while involved in Special Olympics functions where athletes are present. Special Olympics Texas does not have the means to feed all of its volunteers. There will be concession stands and water stations at various venues. Feel free to bring lunch and water.

GENERAL INFORMATION
All Special Olympics athletes have some form of intellectual disabilities or developmental disability characterized by slowness in learning and adaptation. If you are unsure how to respond to athletes, treat them as you would wish someone to treat you – with patience and understanding. Deal with the athletes as individuals; each person is unique. Athletes will be wearing wristbands with their name, team name, and gender printed on them. Make every effort to use the athletes’ names when speaking with them.

Smiles, applause and enthusiasm are always appreciated. Use your normal voice when giving support to the athletes. As far as physical recognition is concerned, let the athletes take the lead as to what they would like. Some athletes are instructed by their coaches and parents not to hug strangers, although other athletes appreciate hugs as a form of support. Often a high-five or pat on the back may be more appropriate.
Enjoy your interactions with the athletes, but don’t be afraid to ask coaches, more experienced volunteers, or staff members for help when you are uncomfortable handling a situation. If you see any sort of problem, just remember that the athletes to coach ratio is 4:1 – in other words, coaches are plentiful and willing to help.

Appropriate behavior is emphasized in Special Olympics training. Expect the athletes to behave properly throughout the event. Sportsmanship is also emphasized. Medals are not given to everyone, and athletes are encouraged to accept and learn from defeat as part of competition.

If an athlete struggles or falls during competition, DO NOT assist them. The athletes may be disqualified if you interfere.

We ask that an adult accompany volunteers between the ages of 8 and 14. If you must bring a child younger than 8, you and the child can be cheerleaders, or Fans in the Stands.

In case of inclement weather, the Games will continue. Please arrive on time unless you hear otherwise through radio or television stations.

ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES

Medical staff will be on hand for the Games. When you arrive at your venue, make note of where the medical volunteers are located or how they can be reached. Do not attempt to treat or move a sick or injured athlete. Contact the nearest medical personnel immediately.

APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE GUIDELIENS
When speaking with or about Special Olympics athletes please keep in mind the following terminology considerations:

· Both children and adults compete in Special Olympics events

· A person “has” intellectual disabilities, rather than “is suffering from, afflicted with, or a victim of” intellectual disabilities

· A person is physically challenged or disabled rather than crippled

· Remember that an adult Special Olympics athlete is still an adult. It is appropriate to refer to the competitors as “athletes” rather than “kids”

· “Down Syndrome” has replace “Down’s Syndrome” and “Mongoloid”
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